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10Un8 raen Wh0 See the ’ ld *W. wagons and saddles 
cluttering up the barn, also the discarded machinery, do not 
realize that all of these things were once new and well kept, 
and that they played as much a part in the lives of the pioneer 
forefathers as the car does in our day. 

■■nvo things in this day of the automobile reminds me of 
the old days of the horse, when a citizen appears on main street 
after an absorbing hour in business or other nintnl efforts, he 
stops to think; "Where did 1 park my car?" and he figures out 
where he left it. In the other days it was: "Where did 1 hitch 
ny horse?" And the other duty that reminds me of the horse age 
is that the car driver before he gets into his cuto-fcbile to 
drive it away, glances at the four tires to sec if they are 
still inflated. In Just this way the rider got use to looking 
to his horse's feet to see that all four feet were shod, for 
horses cast their shoes after a certain length of tire. 

xhe car has changed the aspect of the country in that 
ii has brought the towns closer together and enlarged the 
horizon of nearly every one. uone are the days when men and -oren 
spent long lives without ever getting more than fifteen miles 
from their birth place, hewieburg, until the current year, was 
4 ~ 1151168 fron! iierlinton. *ive persons can travel to hewisturg 
and hack on n dollars worth of gas and oil. in the old days 
it would have taken about thirty dollars, and at least ten 
h Durs by the quickest method, now the trip can be made in 


* >ur hours there and back. w e hear of boys caking the trip 



r 

in forty-five minutes. With the covered ragon, it meant four 
days and five nights on the road, sleeping in or under the 
wagon with the horses tethered to the feed hox. The trip nor 
does not cost as much a. the toll amounted to in the days of 
the old turnpikes. 

The old hitching-4r/osts'.']hnd : s-tfin's, '‘Ohde--a neceerety, 
are nor a thing of the past. Many of the younger generation 
have not seen either of them. And good riding horses are 
ns scarce as hens teeth. 

jrron—Pocahontas Tines, January E, 1VSQ 
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Rond Material la Pocahontas county 

■In the comity thore are nn abundance of rnntorlal suitable 
for rond construction some of which haR been ueed ouite 
extensivly for local ,,- ork. 

Probably the beet local material for road building is 
limestone, vast deposits are available, being well distributed 
over the county and often outcropping along the roads, so that 
almost any amount that is needed can he secured close at band 
or with' 1 vefcy.illttie distance of transportation, best of the 
Greenbrier nivei? end roughly paralleling it the thick-bedded 
deposits of the Greenbrier aeries outcrop extends the entire 
length of the comity. It again gets above th e 1 

drainage along £lk river and its tributaries so that any amount 
of limestone can be had from this series for those roads 
lying west of the Greenbrier ^iver. 

3ast of the Greenbrier the lower limestones including the 
aelderberg of the Devonian as v-ell as the balina and fliagern 
Series of the Silurian are exposed the entire len th of her.ver 
Dick lits., browns and Michael “omitains so that materials can 
be had for those roads east of the xiver. 

'JH3RT— Oftentimes when there are many roads to be surfaced 
the use of limestone becomes too expensive, rnd a cheaper 
material is sought, in this respect Pocahontas county Is 
quite fortunate in having large deposits of weathered chert 
beds that make an excellent road-surface material. The 
una.rs.ille chert deposits outcrop on either side of leaver 
roMis and Michael Mountains from the Greenbrier county 
reen Bank. This material was used fnr surfacing 


TUH^-'Tlo 

etate highways numbers 42 and 45 126J from “arlinton to 
orecn uank. ibis material tannbeireadily handled by steam 
shovels. When spread upon the road,scraping to keep the surface 
smooth is the only treatment necessary while the finer 
particles of clay , sand*ai*on and lime that are present form 
an excellent binder under the weight of traffic, in the second 
year a coating of asphalt mixed with lime can be put on and 
a very good hard surfaced road isrthe result. 

(JHA7EL-- 

niver and creek gravel is often used to improve muddy roeds 
of secondary importance, where paved roads would he too ex¬ 
pensive to maintain. Usually a good grade of gravel can be 
secured for aggregate for concrete paving, bridge abutments, 
and concrete structures in general. 
iiAltD— 

Sand needed for masonry and concrete can be found along the 
streams. 

In addition to these materials there are numerous sandstones 
as well as erenaceous and calcareous shales that ere often 
used on the local roads to improve their condition. 

■From—h. Va. Geological Survey- -Price-1929 

Page 544 
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otate rt oute 39 

li'rom atrollers column in the charleston Daily uiail) 

Dear Stroller, 

1 want to tell you about what i think will he thw most 
magnificent highway in test »irginia. On Sunday last, l vent 
over part of state route 39, now being shoved through to 
completion between rtichwood : nd Llarlinton. 

Jfor 27 miles over the mountains 1 an eight-mile strip yet 
to he completed to link construction on both end6j this new 
highway will wind through the laonongaheln national sorest, 
it's the sort of wilderness where the more intrepid huntsrrn 
can still hunt black bear, ruffea grouse whirr up from a 
thousand coverts, in the tunhl'ng streams of the area trout leap 
high; and not so long ago woodsmen shot 8nd killed a wolf t v ere. 

-rison labor is making the hi/rhmay possible and, although 
i dare say there are not many civil engineers among the prison¬ 
ers, the direction of their labor must be of the best. The 
of the roa.i is ootrcmely gentle and ride shoulders 
have been built. 

This latter feature, 1 am told, is because of C9s 
ie.~ j rnati on as f- military highway, so, at least wars and mainly 
rumors of war have some lasting advantages. * 

economically speaking, the new link will bring uashington, 

•0* , about 70 miles closer to charleston ana. similar points, 

it will rmean that nnrlinton, hitherto aloofly located in 
some of the grandest mountain country in the .nation, can 


iBtablish industrial relations v-ith the remm, , 

ntllIldQ r or nest 

Virginia, and not hove to turn to Virginia to • 

itB opping. 

Ixron Pocahontas Times ^ay. y 8, 1941- a. Um 

1 have hod .the pleasure of traveling most or the high-/* 

the State; and X hare also traveled over all nr i-u 

or th e territory 

covered h,v this route between ^rlinton and Pichrood* end i 
do record it as one of the most picturesque routes in all thi 
state. 

1 hate recently visited this road both from the eastern 
and western entrance; and 1 was delighted to note the progress 
being rede, i understand it will he completed this .-lea.-rm 
X am a native of Pocahontas county and spent a great 
deal of my time as a hoy in the great forest at and near through 
which this road is passing. My father’s farm was the last farm 
hordering on the rest wilderness known as the -West Virginia 
wilderness" then known only to the daring banter and fisherman. 

■In my humble judgment, this road, when completed, rill 
add more to the tourist traffic than any road in the state. 

10 "t °" wilderness is a^i wild and wiknown as 

the jungles of Africa. 


State Slower, the rhododendron, fills the hill6 
t -res along this route and will be a source of delight 
to the traveler coming that my. The road will paef by the 


1 Xe.., and near the cranberry v»lade8, one of the 

t test curiosities south of the Arctic circle. X have seen 
frost cover these glades in mid summer. 



.he rood crosses ttilla o reelt< A . _ 

told, Just above tv 

rolls, ouo of which has on unhrotcn f„n of 6 , , 

HO more rugged or wild gorge can he found i n u 0 Bt 
to the rest of nills ureek near where the 

-oatt crosses the 

stream, there stood an old cabin known as the •'Darnell 
supposed to hove been built there during the civil bar by 
some refugee or cotmterfitter. 

xhe road runs near the old Nicholas noad, a wagon road 
built before the civil war and abandoned as a road during the 
war, and fell into disuse, except that it could still be 
traversed by footmen when 1 was a hoy. 

Just to the west of wills Creek the road passes through 
what is known as the iallen fimber. i'his section re: struck 
by a cyclone sometime prior to the uivil war, and all of-the 
timber was blown down for about twenty miles et a width of about 
one half mile, it formed one o±' the finest blackberry field? 
in all thet country, and people rode in there for rr les over 
the old road to pick berries from this weird spot. 

nothing has ever happened to do so much to put Pocahontas 
on the map as the completio:i of this road. 
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surveyors of Hoade 18-^y 


Greenbank Diatrict- 


ureenoanK. jibu-jlui- 

«. John vi. Hollen, John P. Towneend. 

C. B. oweeker, ».W. Arbogaet. John 

. • \ . D. Me. Arh-jgaBt, Joseph 

Wm. C. Gum, French C. outton, 

. \: B rwicjk ..m. Collins,Jr., 

McLaughlin, Janes UcM.ughlin, 

V.iHie D. Slsivons, James Pnrnell. Robert L. Brown. ohn rag 

Zach Nottingham, Thomas Houchin, Thomas uoo.e, 

PatterBon, 3. L. — «• 

w Vint Isaac Arbogaet. — »• ^ err * 

George D. Houchin, Vialter Vint, 

«. 

Geiger. Jones A. Gherp. Anderson Barlow. ■•.ilU« 

a . G. UcNeill« -ther Hellison. Joseph B. UcNeill. Blake 

m-npr George V/. uoCollem, Andrew UcAlpin. 
Adkison, George Miller, ^eor^e 

n -. A. Wooddell. Beauregard UoGlung, 

nilliem A. McLaughlin. 


eter Gnrr, John Young. 


Huntersville District- 


JC. li. Fertig, -nmuel HogEOtt, 3 ■ c - ;:elleJ- ^ utler i>h£ ' rP ' 
Lloyd Heed, L. J. Piles. John A. Gleet. Bennie Bexer. 

Preston Hexrode, Janos 0. Harper, Charles II. UcC-> E h. B. - 
Alderman, .illie P. UcComh. John H. trader. P. Patterson. 

H. B. Hinel. .llson Bliley, Amos lioLnoghlln. 


Little level3 District- 


etrauel Gladwell, John B. Bllva. George Beard, .aoeron -larh. 
L. s. Cochran, a. K. UcOoy. J. B. Grimes. G- Rogers. J- - 
JloClura, C. J. Hill, John B. Payne. H. K. Clerk. 1>* ••oode. 
-tart ...orriaon, Cmnett liottingham, Booh UoCoy. Poe ..el.ord. 


0. L'. Wallace. 


j 




"It 18 ordered that the time for working the Publio Roads 
of this county he extended to six days for and during the year 
1868, beginning on the first day of April 1868 and ending on the 
first dap of October 1868." 


After the war, gates across the ro» a had to neet the 
folJowing specifications: " Be good swinging gates, easily 
opened and shut by persons either a foot or on horseback, thet 
will neither sug nor drag upon the ground, and which are always 
to be kept in such condition by the person interested therein." 

But this order by the court was not always carried out, 
end in the 1880‘s end 1890's people of many sections of the county 
began to petition for the removal of sone of the gates because 
they found it was hard to get through sone of then when carrying 
a load, or for a lady to swing then open. 

In 1892 it was found that 20 gates had been erected across 
the road leading fron Acndeny (Hillsboro) by way of .Lobelia 
and it was asked that some of then be removed, but the people 
of that section petitioned the court not to have the ;at s 
removed as the people had built the road with very little of the 
county funds being expended, and they considered it to much of an 
expense to lane said road which would also cut off some of the 
best grazing lend without water. 


In 1901, o. j,i. Lay made a report on the milage of roed 
in ^dray nietrict and found it to be around 113 miles. 
i~arlinton to the top of valley -ountdin 25 miles, narlinton to 
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hen our fli t sutlers came to thin county, th«. hnfl 
to use buffalo trolls or out pot-s for themselves through the 
trackless forests. 

The old Seneca mrail ms one of the first trolls Into 
Podahontos County. Of course no. It <s o great highway, but 
the highway In general follpw. the old -florrlor-s Path, cost 
noted Indian troll In America, leading from upper Hew ' on* 

State deep Into Georgia. This trail, made by moccasined 
feet centuries ago, may still be clearly seen along this 
modern highway in Vlest Virginia Its unofficial n», the 
Seneca Trail, is fitting. 

"When the ring of England in 1763 1 sued a proclama¬ 
tion forbidding further settlement beyond the mounta'ns and 
demanding the return of settlera who had already crossed the 
Alleghenies, a line was established roughly following this 
road. I' was the frontier during the French and Indian War." 

Of course this old trail was originally started by 
the Indians of early days and it. went through Ihick forest, 
which are gone today, except in places w-iere they are re. er 
ed, but the scenery along thl3 trail today is very tea it ful. 
'.7e will follow this old trail as we fnd It today and as it 
was in the days of the first. Settlers. So we will have to go 
back where the trail connects with t.he National road, U.S. 40, 
at Keyser Ridge, «4d with the northwestern Turnpike, US. 50 
at Red House. Of course we call 1 eae Routes today, but in 
those days they were mere trails. 


WFnrt 1 a. Chapter 8 Beta* Rosa Jordan 

"The old Seneca Trail enters est Virginia through 
the most picturesque part of Preston County, near the north 
western boundary of the "onongehela National Forest. Follovr- 
Ing it on into Tuclcer County, it enters this county near the 
famed Fairfax Stone, a boundary point between '"est- Virginia 
and aryland. Finall v the trail w*nds Into Randolph county, 
which is the adjoining county of Pocahontas, in Randolph it 
winds along, and we see much beautiful scenery, we travel 
tixroiigh Elkins, which was of course not there at the time the 
trail first started, when the Indians traveled on it. Then 
we also enter into tre beautiful Tionongahela National Forest" 
"The old Seneca Indian Trail may be clearly seen where 
it crosses the campus of Davis and Elkins College and at other 
oints in the vicinity. 

travel along end pass through the little town of 
rerverly , then to Futtonsville, f en on into "’ngo, wh*ch 
bears the name of a tribe of Indians who once had a ville^e 
on its site, and here a monument has been erected to these 
"first settlers" of '.Vest Virginia. 

VTe finally enter ’nto Pocahontas County, and find 
some of the most beautiful scenery, there ‘s an^where along 
the trail, especially when we cross Elk TTountaii, as v/e wind 
do n the mountain and look down into the valley, it is breath 
taking, and most tourist who enter into the county can’t resist 
stopping and looking at the beautiful sight, the old Indian 
trail wound along this mountain, j\ist as it does today, but 
when the Indians would look down '.nto this valley they saw a 
vast forest, where-as toda^, v/e look down into it, and see the 




Chapter 8 
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fjelds of farmers, and some scattered trees. It is really 
beautiful to look upon, far off we can see the beautiful 
Aleghenies. As we come to the bottom of the mountain we 
come into the settlement of Edray, which is the site of the 
early settlement and fort of Thomas Drinnon. 

Finally we come to the town of Karlinton, which is 
the county seat of Pocahontas County, ^’he first settlements 
in Pocahontas County were made by Stephen Sewell and Jacob 
Karlin in 1749 at Marlinton, this was perhaps the first English 
settlement west of the Alleghenies. 

We travel on, and -lass through the Monongahela 1'ational 
Forest, ant' we find the ’.7atoga State Park near the Sececa Trail. 
The National Forest also includes the Cranberry Glades, com¬ 
prising several hundred acres on which are found one of the 
most varied collections of wild plants known anywhere to 
botanists. Included among them are reindeer mos" and other 
vegetation found only on the tundras of the Arctic circle. 

As Stephen Sewell traveled along the old Seneca Trail 
he camped at Hillpoint in 1750. Here is the site of Fort 
Day, built in 1774. Here James 3, A. Gibbs invented the chain- 
stitch sewing machine. To the north, Indians killed James and 
John Bridger, pioneer settlers. 

e then come to Hillsboro, where General Averell camp¬ 
ed before the Battle of Droop Mountain and after his r 1 id to 
oalem, Virginia, in 1363. Settlements were made In the vicinity 
in the 1760 *s by John UcNeel and the Kinnisons. This is the 
birthplace of Pearl Buck, the author of "Good Earth," and other 
stories of Chinese life. 

V/e now travel up the winding trail, which is Droop 


Chapter 8 
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/ 

W. , ull f*In where General .7 
ad C nTederate troops under 


vorell, November 6, 1863, defest- 
General John Kchole and Cilonel -J 


P . Thompson. After tie war between the States, Thomason be¬ 
came a wealthy railroad builder and retruned here to wed 
Mary Svallne Moffett within eight of whose home he had been 
engaged in his most Important battle. 7e find a beautiful 
park on droop mountain, in memory of the battle fought there. 

On the other side of Droop Mountain, we leave Pocahontas 
and enter into Greenbrier, the old trail winds on, and it is 
the same trail which the Indians traveled on many years ago. 


—Prom West Virginia Historic and Scenic Highw v Markers, 
Published bv the State Road Commission of VJ, Va. 1937. 
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Carlin & Sewell were the first settlers in Pocahontas 
" * they caine to this state from Virginia. They traveled 
hy foot from Stauntan, Virginia to West Virginia on foot, they 
came t.irough the Alleghenies, on a trail which was traveled "by 
tne Indians, and other xx±Eh white settlers who had ventured, 
u.iat far inland, the;, came by the settlement of Frost, of 
course this little village wasn't here then, but today it stands. 
They then came on down the trail to Huntersville, which was 
the first County Seat of Pocahontas, but today Ilarlinton is the 
County Seat. They finally traveled on down the trail into the 
place which is called ilarlinton today. They stayed In a hollow 
tree here, later other settlers used this trail to enter Into 
Pocahontas County. 

The Greenbrier River must have been a sourse of travel 
for the early settlers, and the Indians, it winds along the 
Galley, and since in those days the settlers more or less 
followed a river to travel by, they must have entered into 
the county by this means. The Indians probably used canoes 
on this river, and the early settlers probably had crude boats. 
The county Seat of Pocahontas today is located on the Green¬ 
brier, and it is a beautiful site. 
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.Hondo that rere lirst approved 
cs those to l;e nude into class A roads, notice that they 
include what is now U. 3. Kouto 219. a part of U. 3. 260 . 
all of otete houte £8. and route 43 '"hieh has not been 
hard surfaced. The branch road to po by Ouoto and nillians 


hirer to the nebs ter county line is now a hard surfaced road 
most of the way to the «illianB rirer but it has not been 
extended to Webster county. 





OlaBB A RofidG 


Pursuant to a recent act of the -Legislature of west 
Virginia, known as the Pood Hoad law being Senate hill Ho. 

284 passed February 22, 1917, the court proceeded to establish 
two or more main throughfares or roads through the county end 
through the comity seat.' of said, county to be knovm as mein 
county roads, and to be constructed end maintained by taxation 
upon all the taxable property of the county and by apportion¬ 
ment from the rederal aid and the otate Hoad fund. 

xhe said roads so esta 1 lished by the court to be end 
are hereby designated as follows: 

• First - A road beginning at the top of Allegheney mountain, 

on the <.arn springs and Marlinton Pike, on hath county line, 
thence with said pike by way of Minnehaha springs and 
Huntersville to liarlinton, through £*arlinton, thence with the 
Marlinton and nuttonsrille Turnpike by the nay of ndray and 
ldnwoDd to the Randolph county line. 

Second-And the second main county road to be one of the 

following roads: 

-£ither--A road beginning on the urreenbrier county line, on the 
Turnpike known for many years as the iaarlins bottom and 
Lewisburg Turnpike thence with said pike by way of Hillsboro, 
Pinpoint, buckeye to Marlinton and through said town to 
buntersTille, .Minnehaha oprings, r rost, Dunmore, vireeiibank, 
Arbovale to bartow, and thence with the Staunton and Parkers¬ 
burg Turnpike by way of JJurbin to the nandolph county line 


on oheat fountain. 

road beginning on the ureonbrier county line on the 
•Jarline bottom and Lewieburg 'rurnpike thence by way of 
nillsboro to uarlinton?. thence to nuntereville, bllleys 
••111, bunraore to bartow, thence with the btaunton.barke.'sburg 
rurnpike to burbin, and to the nandojbph county line on 
bheat fountain, rhis second road is given in the alternative 
for the reason that the road must be submitted to the state 
boad Commission for its approval, and at this time, without 
knowing what is the idea being pursued by adjoining counties, 
this court is not in possession of information in regard to 
outside connecting roads that may be necessary to the proper 
and most advantageous locations. In any event the route from 
iaarlintou to bt.ntersville will be traversed by either route. 


clf.ss A Hoads 

As provoded in ch. 66 of the .acts of the -Legislature of Vi» Vn. 
Regular session, 1917, the bounty court of Pocahontas county 
for and on behalf of itself and of said county, assets to the 
terms and provisions of said cot in relation to the establish¬ 
ment end maintenance of class n roads or main county roads 
and does thifl day hereby apply to and agree to accept from 
the state rcoad Commission of the state of west Virginia 
created by said act, this countys proportion of the state 
3ood fund and hereby agrees to supplement and apportionment 
with a like or greater sun for the construction and maintenance 
of class A or main county roads, heretofore designated by tnis 
court and approved by the s> id ^omr.ision, which certificate 


’•’pr tern section of the 


county. . 


r <*r ■ — 




of approve by iald <-onml 8 .lon rends ns follens: 

"To the “ounty court of foonhontas county 
Greetings; 

-‘.ter considering the roads on a mop, prepared by the ~tate 
rvoad Bureau fend.,heretofore approved by this commission, by 
order entered on the 27th dRy of June, 1917 designated end 
certified to this commmission as required by lev;, certain 
class a roads set forth in said order. Therefore, pursuant 
to Lection 20 chapter 66,regular session of the Legislature 
Afts iyi7, hereby approves the class A or 1 “ain county Hoads, 
hereinafter described, subject to such changes as to comply 
vrith specifications of this commission. 

Beginning on the top of Allegheney mountain on the Bath County 
line, thence to Minnehaha Springs, Huntersville, narlinton, 
.sdray, Old Field * ^rk of Hlk, Slaty r'ork, split Hoick, to the 
Randolph county line, a branch of said road to begin near) 
ndray, thence to Onoto, Laurel creek, Williams xtiver and 1 
xea Creek to the Webste • county line. 

beginning on Droop Mountain at the ^reenbrier county line, 
thence to Hillsboro, Millpoint, Luckeye, Marlinton, uinnehaha, 
rrost, nunmore, creenbank, thence up Deer Creek and over the 
divide to Bast r ork of '-ree’fbrier river at nartovr, down the 
west r ork to imrbin, thence acrossn Lack Allegheney xiountain 
to the Randolph county line, a branch of seid road to begin 
at Lartow, thence up the Lat Fork to the Bendleton county line 
to connect with a class a road leading to -rranklin. 

-ihe approximate nilea. e of the a' ove described roads is 
127 miles. Approved this the 27th day-of July, 1 C J17 



ihiB is not my first visit to Pocahontas county or to 
this delightful community of Hillsboro. l first passed through 
here during the summer fcf 1924. in those days, there was lit¬ 
tle hard surfaced road in the S-ate and i was impressed that 
your community had then a fe*~ miles of hard surfaced ned 
extending from here to c few miles farther south, xhis 
together with th- short stretch between Uarlinton md crmpbell- 
tovm represented, i think, all or the hr. -d surfacr-d r >*d in 
t v e county, nov: times have changed, it is no”' possible to 
reach most parts of the county on fine improved roads. 


Prom—Pocahontas Times, June 1. 1939 

a speech b; Paul Price to the graduating 
class at Hillsboro. 


county noods 

"The greater pert of Pocahontas county is connected 

vith good county roads leading to the main arteries of travel 

that have bee-, built and are now maintained by the state noad 

commission. The county roads, constructed and maintained under 

the supervision ox the County commissioners, compare favorably 

with other counties of the Utate. Tilting advantage of the 

abundance ox chert, gravel ana limestone many miles of coivnty 

road has been Improbed the past year, in the western part of 

the c runty however very few rondp of any description are 

found, travel being confined to the rough mule trails, end 

to the logging railroads." Ceologicnl survey, iJ * 

The road to Williams river md Route 29 are the onlv roLae 
rannhinff' This western sectio n of the COVs^-* • 





Ho.' d ou/1• , md anfineers 

1910-This is the first mention i find in the court records 
of district .toed superintendents. In this year the lolloping 
ones were appointed by the county commissioners. 

•It is ordered that null nramer, carry Taylor and w. n. 
Sutton he appointed for ureenbanlc district; J. c. Harper ior 
Huntersville District; Abb Harlow for ndra.v District cna 
Hllis ucoarty for Little Levels District, and it is further 
ordered that J. H. nevcner and George V*# Duncan apportion 
the milage and. location of roads , among the appointees of 
ureenbnnk district." 

1915—Asa Hrrlow, ndray District. a-evcner Dilley end Upton 
oharp, Huntersville District; it. 0. Dade, Little Levels Diet, 
-rrench outton ana Henry L. Ussier, creenbnnk District. 

xhe first mention 1 find of a County noad engineer 
is in 1916. J. Hull -rremer vac appointed to begin his dutied 
on January 1, 191V for the term of one year at a salary of ;.-90 
also to have thuse ox an automobile furnisher by the county 
court in the cListharge of hie duties as county noad engineer, 
lir. —rar.er served for several years. 
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Chapter 4- Section 3 

As to the means of travel and communication in 
Pioneer times, it seems that for years the pass ways to and 
from places in our county and beyond were the trails made by 
buffaloes and Indians. At first the brush was trimmed away 
and widened for paok horses, then for sleds and then for 
wagons as progress required. The pioneers seem to have no¬ 
ticed that it would be advisable to avoid the trails along 
the streams and valleys, and follow the crests of the leading 
ridges, and so new paths were blazed and came to be used. This 
accounts for the steepness of the old roads. It was much easier 
to escape an ambuscade on a crest or summit than when hemmed in 
by the valley hillsides. The sons prided themselves with the 
idea that what was good enough for their fathers was good enough 
for them, and so they clung to the old paths. 

The earlier roads were used almost wholly as bridle 
paths, the usual mode of travel being horsebaok and the pack 
saddle being the usual mode of transporting goods. Horses 
were plentiful in pioneer days, muoh more plentiful than at 
the present time. The assessment as snown by the records of 
the .annals of Bath County, of which the Greenbrier community 
was a part from 1791 until 1821, records the fact that in 1782, 
when under the regime of Augusta County, with George Poage as 
District Assessor, lists for Jacob Warwick eighty head of horses, 
William Warwiok twenty-two head of horses, and Alexander Dunlap 
forty-four head of horses. 

In 1791, when Bath County was organized, Samuel 



Welle Y. McLaughlin 
Jecond Jive. 
Marlinton, W. Va. 



\anoe was the first assossor of the First District, whioh in¬ 
cluded the Greenbank Community. The 476 taxable people listed 
owned 1376 horses, four carriages, and 132 slaves. 

After the County of Pocahontas was formed in 1822, 
the records show that the oounty.was divided into precincts 
of roads. Over each preoinct was a surveyor and one surveyor 
over the whole county. Four or five men were appointed by the 
County Court in each precinot to keep the roads, such as they were, 
in repair. These men were not paid and in case they were unable 
to work on the roads, they hired someone to work in their pj.aoe. 

Sampson L. Matthews was appointed the first county 
surveyor in Feb. 1822. 

James Callison, Wm. Edmiston and John Hill were appoin¬ 
ted surveyors of certain precinct roads. 

Three or four commissioners were appointed to go over 
a certain distance of these roads and report to the court conditions 
conveniences and inconveniences of sueh roads. 


The surveyors of these roads were allowed fifty cents 
per day as is shown by the levy laid by the oourt in June, 1822. 
George Burner, surveyor of a road, for six days labor— $3.00 

Wm. Sharp, two days labor as surveyor of a road-- 1.00 

Alexander Waddell, three days labor, surveyor 1.50 

It was in 1838 that the rirst nighway was completed 
in the County, The Warm Springs and Huntersville Turnpike. 

Henry Harper &ud William Gibson, a Huntersville merchant, were 
the oontraotors. It was a grand highway for that period. Every 
stream was bridged from Huntersville to the Warm Springs. Capt. 
wixliam Cackley was in tne Legislature that a u t**^rized ohar- 
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tered tne road. The road waa about thirty miles long. On the 
fixth day of July 1836, James Rhea and Robert Moore, two commis¬ 
sioners appointed at tfte last term of court to examine the Second 
section of five miles or the Huntersville ana Warm Springs Turn¬ 
pike, reported that this section had been completed accormng 
to contract anu that the President and Directors 01 tue Ttuupitce 
oe permitted to erect a toll gate thereon. 

The Staunton and Parkersburg Turnpike which runs 
through the upper end of the county was built two or three 
years later. It was located by the oelebrated Crozet, one of 
Napoleon’s loyal engineers, who refugeed to the United States 
after Waterloo. 

About 1854 the Huttonsville and Marlinton Turnpike 
was located by engineer Raymond. In the same year he engineered 
the Lewisburg and Marlinton Turnpike and the Greenbrier Bridge 
at Marlinton. Colones William Hamilton of Randolph County 
contracted for the road work from Huttonsville to Marlins Bottom. 
Lemuel Chenoweth of Beverly built the bridge 1854-56. Captain 
William Cochran superintended the Lewisburg road. All of these 
enterprises were completed by 1856. 

During the war between the States these highways were 
virtually laid waste. The efforts to repair them and keep them 
in proper condition have been many and varied. 
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Chapter 4 - Section 3 - Part B - ^uos. 9 


When I sent in my manuscript on the Huntersville and 
■•arm Springs Turnpike, the first road built in the county, 
there were many things that I could not find and I have in¬ 
tended making a trip to Warm Springs to try to find some of 
the things that I was unable to find before. However there 
are some old manuscripts that I have found in the Clerk*s 
Office from which I have gotten all the information that You 
asked for. 

"In pursuance of an act of the General Assembly of 
Virginia, entitled an act Incorporating Huntersville and iVarm 
oprlnss Turnpike Company, passed on the 20th day of March, 1822, 


we, Henry M. Moffett, William Oackley, Jacob Lightner, Henry 
S. Harold and David >J. Sleeth, the commissioners therein ap¬ 
pointed to superintend and open books for subscriptions in 
Huntersville, have this 3rd day of July, 1832 at the clerk’s 
office, opened said books, and the following number of shares 
Were taken by the subscribers whose names were annexed thereto." 
Then followed the signature of the subscribers: Henry M. 

Moffett, John Bradshaw, William Young, Peter Herold, Joseph 
Moore, H. s. Harold, Henry Harper, Jacob Lightner, Peter 
i^ner, Alexander Bider, 1). Sleeth, John Oay, Alex Oilman, 
^ ISaa ° 1 "° 0;re ' Jr -» Sa *uel M. Gay, George u ay| 

V rl stopher Harold, Soloman Alderman, John Hartman of Scotts- 

Grah8n ' BenJ - Andrew o. Mathews and 

_ 
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J. tf. kathews, Thomas Galford, Hugh F. Young, Vta. McCore l on 
condition that the road goes the nearest and best way), Thos. 
Bradshaw, Josiah Beard, Sherman Conrad, James A. Price, James 
X. Elliott, A. S. Saxton, Hugh McLaughlin, Peter Harrison, 

Patrick 3ruffey, John McNeel, Woods Poage, William Cleek, John 
Cleek, Samuel Hogsett, John B ea le, Moses H. Poage, Chesley Moore, 
Robert Burnside, John Graham, John Haines, Jamos Cooper, Isaac 
Moore, Sr., Wm. C. Price, Paul MoNeel, John Gilliland, William 
Cochran, Sampson L. Mathews, William Edmondson, David L. Ruckman, 
George Poage, Magdalene MoMeel, John,Hill, Abraham McNeel, tfmcn 
Bradshaw, Joseph L. Cackley, Richard McNeel, Andrew H. Byrd, 

Samuel W. Gatewood, David Palmer, Jacob Grose, John D. Hamilton, 
Andrew W. Cameron, George W. Grose, Charles L. Francisco, Adam 
Lightner, Ezekiel Tormsend, Wm. I. Rider, Robert Ervine, Samuel 
Vance, Samuel Ruckman, James W. Warwick, Charles Hamilton, Davia 
Fcltz, George Mays. 

They subscribed for a total of 194 shares. The State took 
128 shares. This made a total of £16,000, the par value being 
050. 

The above group of names should prove of interest to the 
readers of this history as so many of our Pocahontas families 
are descended from or related go them. 

John Gilliland was elected president;;Paul McNeel, treas¬ 
urer, and Henry M. Moffett, secretary, in >-pril 1633. 

At a meeting of the board of directors on the 2nd day of 

Deoember, 1834, plans and principles for the construction of the 

road 
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havlng bean secured, it was ordered that it be published in 
the Staunton Spectator and the Lexington Union at the court 
houses of Pocahontas and Bath Counties that the construction 
of the road will be let to the lowest bidder and the contraot 
made at Samuel V. Gatewood’s in Bath County on December 20th. 

The successful bidders were X1 enry. Harper, William 
Cochran, and .lilliam Gibson. The contract price was $14,500. 
The road was to be 16 feet in the clear, right of way cleared 
smooth twelve feet on each side, and hillsides so excavated 
to prevent all earth slides, etc. The engineer was Peter 
Seals, Esq. 

The construction of six bridges was included in the 
contract - one across Jacksons River, Baok Creek, Little Back 
Creek, Douthards Creek, and two across Knapps Creek - one at 
the narrows and the other near Hogsetts Mill dam. The bridge 
were to be according to the engineers plans. There we: w to be 
mile posts too, painted and numbered. The road was to be com¬ 
pleted on or before January 1, 1837. The sureties were Paul 
MoNeel, Jas. Cooper, William Young, Samuel K. Gay, Thomas Hill, 
Isaac L'oore, and Lanty Lockridge. 

At a meeting on January 5, 1036, the treasurer was di¬ 
rected to pay to the contractors twenty-five per cent of the 
amount of the capital stock. A toll-gate was ordered placed 
on the first five mile section of the road out of Huntersville 
at the house of Samuel Hogsett. Alterations were made in the 

engineers route through the plantation of Samuel V. Gatewood 
Mountain orove, so as to avoid interfering with the Colonel’ 
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fenoe. 

By April 1836, the oontraotors had cleared and grubbed 
three and one half miles, and one-fourth of a mile of road com¬ 
pleted according to specifications. 

On u'une 5, 1836, at a meeting of the company, an order 
was entered directing the treasurer of the company to sell at 
public auction for cash ne shares of all subscribers who had 
failed to pay in heir proportion after advertising by posting 
and publishing in the Allegonian, a newspaper puulished at 
Lewisbufg. The names of the delinquents are nut given. No 
mention was made of the progress of the work. 

On <)une 30, the board ordered that two sections or five 
miles each be sold out at public auction fox up keep to the 
lowest Didder. 

The president, directors and their clerk were thereafter 

not required to pay toll. 

The contractors, Henry Harper, William Gibson and William 
Cochran were excused from paying toll for themselves and their 
riding horses until January 1 next. 

It was ordered that all persons resident Ox Pocahonxas 
and Bath Counties contracting by the year for traveli** B oaid 
road are required to pay the seme in advance for themselves, 
their families and their riding horses, but for all wagons or 
carriages of any kind the regular toll established by law 
shall be paid at the time of passing any gate. 

Lanty Lockridge hath undertaken for himsklf and family^ 
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exoept Andrew, at $1 per quarter. Others undertook at different 
rates from $1 down to 12£ per quarter. No note is made why 
the sliding scale, but the presumption is that some traveled 
more than others. 

The Hoard of Public Works was notified that five miles 
of the road, the first section, had been accepted by the court 
of Pocahontas County and that they were progressing witn ten 
miles more, which they expect to offer for examination shortly. 

The president.and directors fixed their compensation at 
*3 for each and every meeting they had attended. They drew 
orders ranging from £6 to $24 each. 

At a meeting on Aug. 2, 1826, Peter Lightner was awarded 
the contract for the upkeep of section 1 and 2 of the rosd, com¬ 
mencing at Huntersville at $140 for twelve months. William 
Cochran was his surety Qn his bond for $280 for the faithful 
compliance of his contract. 

Henry Harper & Co. were exempted from paying toll for 
any carriages conveying provender and materials for the use of 
the contractors. 

.at a meeting of the stockholders held at the house of 
Henry 3. Herold on the 7th day of September, 1836, there were 
present in person: John Gilliland, Jacob Ivathews, Paul MoNeel, 

•7m. C. ^rice, Andrew H. Bird, Joseph Moore, Henry M. Moffett, 
Henry Harper, 7/illiam Gibson, Wm. Cochran, Adam Lightner, Peter 
Lightner, John Bealv., John Hill, John Kill, John Holden, Chris¬ 
topher Herold, Henry S. Herold, John D. Hamilton, Samuel V. 
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Hamilton, Andrew G. Mathews, Sampson L. Mathews, For the state 
■m. C. Price, John Gilliland^, was elected president; Payl MoNeel, 
treasurer; Thomas Hill, secretary; j aC ob W. Mathews, Andrew H. 
Bird, and Joseph Moore, directors. 

At a directors meeting held April El, 1637, the toll 
rates fixed for residents of Pocanontas and Bath at §2 to bO # 
per year. 

A. W. Rider allowed $25 for keeping toll gate for 1 year. 
Samuel Hogsett, $35 and John Vance $20 for same. 

2<Sathew Nicholas allowed 50p for erecting a gate at A. 

W. Hidre’s. 

Titheables working under Joseph Moore, surveyor of tne 
public road from a. W. Rider’s to the head of Anthonys Creek, 
to be exempt from paying toll when passing to and returning from 
said work. 

Thomas Hill was directed to advertise for sale ror ready 
cash the shares of all subscribers who had failed to pay in their 
proportion of the 1st, 2nd, and 4th installments on their snares, 
by posting at Huntersville, William C. Prioe's store, A. G. 
mathaw’s mill, Warm Springs, Samuel V. Gatewood's mill, and 
Rosses store and by publishing in the Staunton Spectator. 

On the 17th day of June 1837, the president was direct¬ 
ed to draw on the Board of Public Works for $1,000 due from steto 
as the fourth section of five miles of road was completed and was 
received bu the court of Bath County. 

On July 4, 1837, the construction of the bridge across 
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.. .apps Creek at Hogsett'a milldam near Huntersville was let to 
H. o. herold for the sum of $250. BenJ. Herold was surety on 
his bond; John Haines, superintendent of construction. 

There was no quorum present at the annual stockholder's 
meeting on September 6, 1837. 

On Larch 6, 1838, the road was received throughout, and 
the contractors were to receive their pay as soon as the treas¬ 
urer, could collect it. There was $4200 due from the subscrib¬ 
ers and $2200 due from the State. 

The bridge across Knapps Creek was received from the 
contractor, H. S. Herold, ordered that he be paid as soon as 
collected. 

The record of this meeting was signed Dy Jacob Lightner 
as president. Hugh McLaughlin was appointed commissioner to 
superintend the road from Huntersville to the Warm Springs. 

His compensation was fixed at $2 per day for all days employed. 

On June 23, 1938, the tolls were fixed at seventy-five 
cents to 6z per. quarter. 

Thomas Hill reported selling certain sheres at public 
auction and then entered his resignation as secretary. 

The next and final record of the annual stockholders 
was held on Sept. 5, 1838. James Tallman was elected secretary. 
For president Jacob Lightner received sixty-seven votes and 
John Gilliland received sixty-five. Samuel V. gatewood offered 
to vote the stock held by the Board or Public Works, but was 
overruled by the majority oi stockholders present. Hugh Me- 
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Laughlin, Thomas Gammon and John D. Hamilton were named as di¬ 
rectors. A resolution committee proposed that the company 
borrow money to pay outstanding debts; that the tolls De 
applied to the payment or debts; that owing to present pe¬ 
cuniary embarrassments of the company, that the president and 
directors be allowed one dollar per day for services; that 
the 3oard of Public Works be asked if the treasurer be entitled 
to two per cent for handling the State’s subscription, that 
the board of directors and otner officers of trie company pass 
toll gates without paying when on official business. -- res 
olutlon asking the State to name other directors than Samuel 
V. Gatewood and William C. Price failed of passage. 

The meeting then adjourned until Wednesday, alter the 
first Tuesday in September, 1839. That Has the end of tne 
record. 
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is subjected to heavy washings tv/o or three 
times a year. The last five miles is not a 









Till': Static Road Commission 
of West Virginia 


DEPARTMENT OP INFORMATION 
1340 WILSON STREET 
charleston 

October 22, 1937 


Mr. John L. Stender 
State Director 
Federal Writers* Project 
312 Smallricge Building 
Charleston, W. Va. 

Dear Mr. Stender: . 

The questionnaires received today. We are re¬ 
laying them to the District Engineers to be filled out 
and will send them to you as soon as they are returned 
to this office. 

In reply to your inquiry of several days ago, 
about the location of the C. C. C. road from Richwood 
to the Glades, we have the following information: 


The Glades are approxim ately thirty miles 
from Richwood by the fire protective trail 
constructed by the C. C. C. The road leaves 
Richwood near the mouth of the North Fork 
of the Cherry River and climbs gradually up 
the left side of the river until it reaches 
the divide between the Cranberry River and 
the North Fork of the Cherry River, thence 
down Barrenshe Run to the Cranberry River 
and follows up the river to the Forks of 
Cranberry, a distance of tw enty-five miles 
from Richwood. From this point into the 
Glades, a distance of five miles, the road 
travels over an abandoned railroad grade. 

This is not the permanent location for the 
proposed road to the south Fork of Cranberry 
and little has been done to the last five 
miles except to throw the ties from the grade 
and grade it to make it possible for trucks 
to be used in the event of forest fires in 
hauling men to the region. Since this rail¬ 
road grade is below the high water level it 
is subjected to heavy washings two or three 
times a year. The last five miles is not a 





Kr. John L. Stender 


-2- October 22, 1937 

Re: Cranberry Glade3 Road 


desirable road to drive passenger cars 
over. Since this C. C. C. road runs 
through an area of high fire hazard, it 
is closed to public traffic at a point 
twelve miles from Richwood during the 
spring and fall months and at such other 
times as weather conditions make it des¬ 
irable. The earth construction without 
surfacing results in the road being im¬ 
passable during the winter months. One 
other feature: It is necessary to ford 
the River- at Cranberry Run half-way be¬ 
tween the Forks of Cranberry and the 
Glades. 


We hope this is the desired information. 



.s 


Very truly yours, 

■ r 



(Ura. f"Lois ^df-Chief 
Department Of Information 


Forc/jd 
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ouanitaS. Dillay 
i’ocuhontac county 
chapter B lranaportat 1 on 


Bridges 

In 1900 there were no hard surfaced roads in the county, 
and very few bridges across the streams, nowever, after the coir 
coming of the railrord and the timber industry began to nour¬ 
ish, there seems to have been an awakenihg to the need of 
better roads and especially of bridges, rrora 1900 to 1920 
almost all of the larger streams were bridged ar veil as mrny 
of the smeller ones. 

in 1906 a bridge was built across stamping creek at 
ilillpoint by the Penn bridge Company for the sum of v494. 

This same company also built three bridges across ureenbrier 
•diver. 

"A contract intered into on July 2, 1907 between the 
Penn Bridge company of heaver rails, Penn., a corporation 
under the law's of Pennsylvania , parties of the first part, 
and the county Court of Pocahontas '*ounty state of nest 
Virginia, parties of the second part. “ 

oaid company to furnish all materials and labor necessary 
to construct and complete ready for travel three highway 
bridges over ureenbrier river; one at clover hick; one at 
aitlington, and one at cuss, all- at points designated by 
the county court of Pocahontas county. 

oaid company to be ready to -begin construction by 
October 16, 1907 and to have thr bridges ready for travel 
on or before the first day of December, 1 j07. 

The partiee of the second port to pay the parties 


oi the first part v13,700. 


signed-John Ligon, Pres. 

W. A. l». Sharp) 

nembers of oourt 

W. H. Hull ) 
bridge at nuckeye 

Constructed by the Harris bridge company of i^ittshurg.Pa. 

A bridge 260 feet long, with two spans, and a 12 foot roadway i 
in the clesr, jo footway. The contract was nade on reb. 2,1909. 
The Cotuity court was to pay the company the gross price of 
<,7952. 


Un August 24, 1909 a contract was entered into by the 
iork Bridge company of iork, i’ennsylvshia, prrtfes of the first 
part, and m. o. oharp, i’res., James f. Darnell, and it. a. 
Hickman, commisioners of the bounty court for two bridges; 
one across the west ^rong of the greenbrier diver near Durbin, 
and the other over k-napps urc-ek near Driseol (Minnehaha springs ) 
The Durbin bridge to be 167 feet long with a 14 foot roadway, 
ahe Minnehaha springs bridge to be 98 feet long with e 
12 foot roadway, fills and approaches to be of earth and 
stone, •‘■his old bridge at Minnehaha oprings is still in use. 

Jn November 23, 1909 the lork .Bridge company was awarded a 
contract to build a bridge across -nappe creek at huntersville. 
ll^i- feet long v/ith a 14 foot roadway, at a cost of p2000. 

This bridge is also still in use. 




On ‘'une £8, 1910, the iork bridge company '-as eiven n contract 
to tmili a bridge acroec atony creek at camp"* ell town, 1 span 
6£> feet long with a 14 foot roadway at a coat of 4.775. 


A contract signed August 23, 1910 awarded the contract 
for a bridge acroee beer ^reek, near John n. Warwicks, to 
the Uwego bridge company of Owego, b. i. 

98 feet long, 14 foot roadway, at a cost ofm 4>1040. 


in 1912 three bridges were built by the Luten bridge 
company of iork, Pennsylvania; one across bouthards ~reek, 
one 8crocs owego creek at buckeye, and the other across 
oitlington creel: near j/unnore, at a total cost v *6270. 


in 1914 the bridge across the best prbrigoof Greenbrier 
•rfiver, between rhornwood and nr.rtow, was built by the rcrris 
bridge Company of Pittsburg, Penn. 101 feet long, a 14 foot 
roadway, at a cost of <?2585. 

county ^ourt members! II. H. Price,Pres. 

( B. II. Arbogast 

( J. S. UcIIeel 


xhe two bridges across the r-ast and the v.est prongs of 
the ureenbrier Piver replaced foot bridges built in lyOl 
by B. B. iierr. 






In 1909 a levy of 12$ cents on ench $100. valuation of 
personal and realestate In the county, for bridge purposes. 
Estimated amount to be collected for building bridges $15000. 

u'o open and keep in repair the roads of jeocahontaB 
count;., idttle -Levels District- estimated cost $4160. 
Huntersville District— estimated cost, $2544., 

adrsy District-—estimated cost, $5500. 

Dreenbank District-estimated cost, $8000. v/ith a levy 

of 12$ cents on the $100. valuation of property in the county. 

xhe District road estimate for 1912 i’as as follov's: 
Huntersville district, $2094.44 or 13$ cents on the $100. 


Hdray District, 3780. Or 12$ cents on the $100. valuation, 
ureenbank -district, y5608 # 12$ cents on the $100 valuation 

Little bevels District, $3932.62, 13$ cents on the $100 


in 1911 a special levy was laid to erect three 
bridges; one across creenbrier -viver near iaollie nouchens 
another across nouthards creek near H. Lee vihite's, rnd 
the other across clover Creek at clover Lick. A levy if 
5 cents on the vlOO. valuation on all real and personal 
property in the county. 


iou rill notice that all of these bridges were built 
by construction companies from iut of the state, it was not 
until Oeorge W. Duncan organised the iouncnn Construction 





company, Marllnton, f». Va. that bridges were built by a 
local construction company. Un May 15. 1917 he was given 
a contract to build three bridges; one at tfimel, one at Bartow, 
mid one across atony Creek, xhese v/ere to be reinforced 
concrete bridges and were to cost *>6050. 


(II.R.Price .Pres. 

Members of county court(B.M.Arborast 
(J. S.lAcNeel 

*Tom this time many of the smaller bridp.es and other concre te k++J- 
v:ork was done by the i/uncan construction company. 


Une of these old narrow, one way bridges that was built 
across iinapps creek, between Huntersville and Minnehaha 
Springs, collapsed in March, 1957 when some heavy road machin¬ 
ery was being transported over it. it was replaced by a 
modern reinforced concrete bridge so located as to eliminate 
a very bad and dangerous curve in the road. 

Most of these steel bridges hrve a load limit of from 


three to five tons 
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lection 3b ius service 

m 1931 the «neoe Trail bueeee were extended through this 
county, out after a short tine they sold to the neynolda line 

in Clarksburg who have greatly expanded the line and the services 
rendered. 

Th. busses in this county pass over u. a. noute no. 219 
on a run fro* bluefield to Olarkeburg. They make connection 

> 1 th all other ones lines that oomo to hluefield, lewlsburg and 
Clarksburg. 

'ihey carry express and 0. 0. ». packages. The rat. for 
travel Is around 3J- cents per mile. 

'these busses stop at Sroop Camp on iiroop koontain 
nmsboro. kill .Pint, buckeye, kerlinton. and Slaty cork 
The east bound and west bound busses make connection at 
karlinton. Thera is no regular hnss station, but tickets and 
Other information can be gotten at cohnsons neeteurant from 
balker nala Irvine who looks after the oompanys business and 

“ tlC!£etB ’ lM8elln9 Wl11 *»"**> to he chartered 

-or special occasions and purposes at any time. 

.out , XMS “ ne alS ° brln6 bU£SeB lnt ° tWB over u. ». 

* ° Ver tt0Uta 88 t0 thsnoe into Pendleton county. 



section 3a 


-•toad improvnent by the V/PA 


In the last rive years the WPA has done a great d^el 
of construction and improvment on the side and connecting roads 
or this county, in otner words, when wPA road work was begun 
in this county, it was almost inpossible xor people who lived 
in the more remote parts of the comity to get out at all during 
the winter months, now there are very few communities but that 
have roads that con be traveled by car at any time of the year. 
Approximately 385 miles of secondary roads have been sub-graded, 
rock based, drained and hard topped. And about 85 miles put 
down with shale and chert but not rock based. 

There has been 58 miles of Primary roads improved b; widening 
the curves, widening the base, building shoulders and putting 
in fills. Around 50 miles of these Primary roads here been 
black topped. Approximately 528 miles of improved road means 
a lit to Pocahontas county. 

Phis year Route 43 was reconended to the state noad 
commission to be let foe contract, bpt if for any reason they 
do not find it possible to do so. then the plans are that the 
construction of this road will be the next big r,PA road project 
for the county. 

xhe vvPa has also done much to improve the streets of 
iiarlinton and Durbin. 


-flotion Cd 


The Telegraph 


l worked xor two whole days trying to find something 
interesting about the telegraph, and could xind nothing, so 
in desperation 1 went to Calvin Price and he told ne that there 
ra? nothing it any special interest that he had ever known, 
except that it was ,1ust built .lust after the railroad was huilt 
or in connection with the railroad. The telegraph line belongs 
to the railroad people bjzt is operated by western Union 
operators from the reilroad stations. There use to be a telegraph 
set here at clover Lick and telegrams were sent and received 
by tne station Agent, in other words there was only one man to 
take care ox all the work, telegrams, express, freignt and 
tickets. This was true ox all oi the smaller places. 

section 5c Highway Freight Service 

There are no trucking companies operating within the county 
and we have no regular highway freight service. The farmers 
truck most oi their own produce ana live stock direct to the 
markets at Staunton and elsewhere instead of sell*ng it to 
buyers who come into the county aB in the old days, a cattle 
buyer is almost a thing of the past 

section 2 b j&arly nail delivery 

nost of the mail, in fact all of it,except what was brought 
into the upper part of the county by stnge coach, was delivered 
horseback or by buggy, before the coming oi I e railroads, muen 
man - a.- brought i.i from newisburg in this manner. 
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TRAVEL VIA 
f;E SENECA ROUTE 
CLARKSBURG 6 BLUEFIELD 
|)RTEST ROUTE BETWEEN 
IN<S SOUTHERN WEST VA 


EfT eelive 
June 1 , 1941 

I y EASTERN STANDARD TIME 

\/ TABLE NO. i ’ 

Between:- CLARKSBURG & BUJEFIELD 
Via, FHILIPPI-BELINGTON-ELKINS- 
MARLINTON -LEWIS BURG-FRINCETON 

TABLE NO. 2 

Between:-CIARKSBURG-GAULEY BRIDG^ 
Via, BUCTCHAILNON-WEBSTSR SPRINGS 
C CV7EN -RICKW OOD-SUMMERSVILLE 

TABLE NO. 3 

Between:- ELKINS & WESTON 
V ia , BU CKHANNON -PH ILIPPI - 
BELIN GT ON -ELLAkSORE 


Between: 


TABLE NO. 1+ 

ELKINS-HARMAN-BURBIN- 

FRANKLIN 


TABLE NO. 3 

Between:- ELKINS & PARSONS 
Cancels all previous isctfes. 


REYNOLDS LINES 


CLARKSBURG. V3. 
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BURR N SIMPSON. COMMISSIONER 

COPYRIGHTED BY 

THE STATE ROAD COMMISSION 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 


Area 904 Sq. Miles 
Population 14,555 
Road Mileage: 
Primary 140.75 
Secondary 464.00 
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PRIMARY AND SECONDARY HIGHWAYS 
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